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Expression of p21™ and its Relation to Lymph Node
Metastases in Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma

Yun Jingping Li Jintian Liu Kela

(Department of Pathology, Cancer Center of Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences Guangzhou 510060)

Abstracts Objecctives: To study p21™ protein overex pressions in the tissues of nasopharyngeal carcinomas
(NPC) and its relation with lymph node metastases. Methods: p21™ protein overexpressions were detected by
imm unohistochemical method (LsAB method) in 62 specimens of NPC and in 25 normal nasopharyngeal mucosa
as controls. Among the cancers 62, 15 were of the differentiated non-keratinized carcinomas (DNKC), 47 un-
differentiated carcinomas (UC); 24 of the NPC without metastasis to the cervical lymph nodes (nmNPC), 38
with metastasis of cervical lymph nodes (mNPC). Results: p21"™ protein overexpressions w ere demonstrated in
35 of 62 cases (56%). There were significant differences of the overex pressions between DNKC and UC or nm-
NPC and mNPC ( P<Z0. 05). Conclusions: p21™ protein overex pressions in NPC were related to the metasta-
sis of cervical lymph node and the degree of differentiation of the tumor cells.
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